
These minutes have NOT been approved by the Commission 

Conservation and Historic Preservation Commission, Town of Eastford 

Minutes of Zoom meeting, Tuesday April 6, 2021 

Members Present:  Mary Ellen Ellsworth (MEE), Deborah Lee (DL), Ralph Yulo (RY), Frank Castagna (FC),  Mary Belden (MB), Tom 
Hughes (TH) 

Members Absent: Steve Broderick (SB), Tom DeJohn (TDJ), Amanda Manso (AM), Michelle Poudrette (MP) 

Visitors: Phil Chester, Dale Warren 

 

1.  Call to order at 7pm. 

2. Minutes of March  2 meeting approved. ((RY/DL) 

3.  Old Business 

 A.  Open space Matters: Members discussed with Phil Chester (Lebanon Town Planner) Lebanon’s experience 
with farmland preservation.  He emphasized the importance of doing “cost to community for services” comparison 
studies that reveal the financial savings to the town from preserving farms and other types of open space. He reported 
that the Town of Lebanon does not have an open space ordinance and that he has never heard of that type of 
ordinance. He said that Lebanon has been so successful with farmland preservation because they have a lot of still active 
farms that needed the financial boost.  He also pointed out that the Town of Lebanon is not interested in acquiring more 
town-owned land.  The town wants to keep the open space in private hands. Phil suggested that our town might want to 
invest in hiring a planner/helper from NECOG or a UConn land use student intern for a year to help us work on open 
space preservation in Eastford. He suggested we could start by figuring out how many functioning (and recently 
functioning) farms we have in Eastford, using the assessor’s records and the USDA Ag censuses for 2012 and 2017.  

 Members suggested that SB’s recent article on open space that appeared in The Communicator be sent to the 
Villager papers, the Willimantic Chronicle, and the Eastford 06242 Facebook page for reprinting  and hopes of reaching a 
wider audience.   

 Bowen Property -   the BOS approved the ECHPC’s request for funds to pay for the appraisal.  Members 
discussed whether there are other sources besides the town’s Open Space Fund that might be tapped to provide some 
of the funding for purchase of development rights.   

 “Priority Properties”  - a new letter to the “priority” land owners was drafted by Tom Hughes.  

 B.  Trails:  BTT – MB reported lots of tree debris down on the trail and garbage strewn around the Rt 198 
entrance parking area.  DL will send out an email to set up a date for a trail maintenance and vernal pool monitoring 
foray.   

  GAT – It was suggested that Michelle Poudrette be asked if she’d be interested in monitoring conditions 
on the George Askew Trail. 

 C. Historic Sites: nothing new 

 D.  Clean Energy Task Force: TH is going to the next B of Ed meeting to see about installation of the charging 
station.  



 E.  Pollinator Pathway Project:  EES Science Coordinator Candace Mead responded positively about doing 
another pollinator project  with the 4th grade class. The garden on the east side of the Eastford Public Library is another 
site for a pollination education  garden. When last renovated about 10 years ago, it was planted in mostly native plants 
that attract various pollinators.  That site may just need educational signage and/or a brochure on why native plants are 
important to support native pollinators, etc. (and some weeding, of course).  

 F. Outreach:  an article for the May edition of The Communicator is needed.   

       Website – nothing new.  Dale Warren offered to help the Commission get a handle on this problem.  

4.  New Business: MEE reported that the Crystal Pond Park Commission has voted to breach the dam and drain the trout 
pond located on the park property.  The ECHPC was not consulted on this issue.  

5.  Adjournment at 9:05 pm 

Next meeting:  May 4,2021 via Zoom  


